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Collocations with Break.
*Break a bone/ your arm
*Break a code
*Break a habit
*Break a law
*Break a leg
*Break a promise
*Break a record
*Break a window
*Break even
*Break free
*Break ground
*Break loose
*Break new ground
*Break news
*Break one’s fall
*Break someone’s heart
*Break the bank
*Break the ice
*Break the mold
*Break the news to someone
*Break the rules
*Break the silence
Break the spell
*Break wind

Translate the sentences using collocations:
1. le#t cnoprcmen mnobOuB pekopa Ha OniMmidCEKUX irpax.
2 3nouuHenb MOPYLIUB 3aKkoM 1 OyB 3acymkeHuil 10 10 pokiB
yBsi3HeHHd. 3. JliBuMHa 37aMana HOTy 1 MoTpamuia y JiKapHIO.
4. Buknajad mepuiMM po3MOBIB HOBHHY CTyJeHTaM. 5. Bonu
BUPILIWIM TOPYIMIMTH THUINY 1 3aJand NUTaHHA. 6. SIkmo Bu
IUIpYLIMTE TpaBuia, To Oyzere 3BUIbHEHI. 7. JlIBUMHA o/ipyKuiacs
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Ha HIIOMY 1 po30miia oHaKy cepie. 8. Henmerko Oy/e 3BUTbHUTHCS
BiJI ITMX KalgaHoK. 9. Xakep 371aMaB KOJI 1 BBIMIIIOB y CUCTEMY.

Collocations with Come
» Come clean about
» Come close
» Come complete with
* Come early
* Come first
* Come into view
* Come last
* Come late
* Come on time
* Come prepared
* Come right back
» Come to a compromise
* Come to a conclusion
* Come to a decision
* Come to a realization
« Come to a stand still (idiom)
* Come to a stop
* Come to an agreement
* Come to an end
* Come to life
» Come to sb’s rescue
* Come to terms with
» Come under attack
* Come up with

Translate the sentences using collocations:
1. Mpii 311HCHIOIOTBCSI, SKIO MPALIOBATH HAIIOJIETIIUBO.



2. HapemTi My IpuiIg 10 BUCHOBKY, IO BAPTO BUPOOISATH 1eH
npoAykT .3. JiTH MyCSATh NMPUXOAUTH BYACHO HA 3aHATT.4. Ham
YPOK HaOIMKAEThCA A0 KIHIIS, TOMY MPOIIY 3aIUCATH JOMAITHE
3apmaHHs. 5. TlOKe)KHUKM NPUANIIN HA JTOTIOMOTY 1 BPSATYBaIH
KUTTA yciel ponuHH. 6. JlikapuMm BAajocs MOBEPHYTH OHAKA JI0
KUTTA. 7. MeHemkep migidmoB Onmx4de 10 IpaliBHUKA 1 MOYaB
MOSICHIOBATH CTpaTerito. kommnaii. 8. [IpamiBHUK 3BII3HUBCS Yepes
3aTpUMKYy TpaHcmopTy. 9. Bam criim 3HailTH xoMmmpoMic y i
HEMNpOCTIii cripasi.

Collocations with Do
Do a course
*Do a deal
Do a favour
Do a good/great/terrible job
Do areport
Do anything/something/everything
Do badly
Do better
Do business
Do crosswords
*Do damage
*Do exercise
*Do experiments
Do good
*Do gymnastics
*Do harm
*Do homework
Do laundry
Do nothing
Do research
*Do someone a favour
*Do something right




*Do something wrong
*Do sums

Do the cleaning
Do the cooking
*Do the dishes

Do the housework
Do the ironing
*Do the math

*The maximum
*Do the minimum
Do the paperwork
*Do the right thing
Do the shopping
Do the washing up
*Do well

*Do work

*Do your best

Do your duty

*Do Your hair

*Do your makeup
Do your nails

Translate the sentences using collocations:

1. Byap nmacka 3poOu MeHi mociyry i 3arenedonii Homy. 2. Mama
nonpubupana, moMuia Mmocyn i mnompacyBasia omar. 3. S maio
3pobutu Oararo mamepoBoi pobotu. 4. Hamaralics 3poOuTu Bce
MOKJIMBE 1100 371aTH 1iei TecT. 5.BoHa 3aiimarnacs rIMHACTHKOIO Ta
BUKOHYBasa (pi3uyHi BrpaBu o0 Oytu y dopmi. 6. Skmo BiH
HIYOTO He pobduTume, To mporpae. 7. Hikoau He KOoAb MPUPOII Ta
TBapuHamMm, Juiie pobu 100po.8. JliTM BUKOHAIM JIOMAIIHE
3aBJIaHHs 1 OYaJld POOUTH JOMYILIHIO poOoTyio 9. BiH BUKOHaB
4y710BO poOOTY 1 OTpUMAB MiIBUILIIEHHS IO CITYKOi.
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Collocations with Get
*Get a call
*Get a chance
*Get a clue
*Get a cold
*Get a degree/ a diploma
*Get a job
*Get a joke
*Get a letter (receive)
*Get a shock
+Get a splitting headache
*Get atan
*Get a ticket
*Get a/the right
*Get angry
Get changed (change clothes)
*Get cool
*Get dark
*Get divorced
*Get dressed/ undressed
*Get drunk
*Get enthusiastic
Get fired
+Get frightened
Get getting dark
*Get good/top/bad marks
*Get home (arrive)
Get hot (ter)
*Get hungry
*Get into trouble
*Get lost
*Get married
*Get nowhere



+Get old

*Get one’s hair cut
*Get out of breath
+Get permission
*Get pregnant

*Get ready for

Get sleep

+Get started

+Get stuck in a traffic jam
*Get the impression
*Get the message
Get the sack

+Get the ticket (buy)
*Get tired

Get to sleep

*Get together

*Get upset

*Get wet

*Get worried

Translate the sentences using collocations:

1. litu 3aryOumucs y Jici, TOMy 10 HE MIOMITHJIN K TIOCYTEHLIO.
2. 51 3acmyrtuiacs, 3roJIoJHUIA 1 XOTLIa TOBEPHYTUCS JTOJAOMY SIK
HaiimBuame. 3. MM OTpUMaly TOBIIOMIICHHS, IO BOHH
OJIPYKHIIUCS 1 TOTYIOThCS [0 nepei3ay. 4. B monynens nmotermino i
MU [EepeoJArHyaucs y JiTHIH oxar. 5. CTyIneHTH YHIBEpCUTETY
OTPUMAJIH JTUTUIOMH 1 OTPUMATH MPECTHKHI poOOoTH. 6. S oTprMaa
JUCTa Bi APY3iB, [0 BOHU MOMaIU B 011y 1 TOPTEOYIOTh 10IIOMOTY.
7. Bin 6iraB uiny roguny i 3aguxaBcs. 8. [IpalliBHUKIB 3BUTHHIIIN ,
TOMY IIO BOHM Hi4oro He poOwiu. 9. Mu orpumanu a03i1
PO3pO0OIIATH HOBY BaKIIKHY.



Collocations with Give
*Give a call (a ring, a buzz)
*Give a chance
*Give a choice
*Give a damn
*Give a hand
*Give a headache
*Give a hug or kiss
*Give a lecture or speech or performance
*Give aride
*Give advice
*Give an answer
*Give an example
*Give an idea
+Give an opinion
Give birth
*Give credit
*Give evidence
*Give notice
*Give permission
Give priority
*Give rise to
*Give sb a call
Give sb a chance
*Give sb a lift
*Give sthago
Give the impression
Give thought (to)
*Give up
*Give hope
*Give way
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Translate the sentences using collocations:

1. Ipy3i MeHi JomoMorau y Baxkii curyanii. 2. Lleil Bumamox
CIPUYMHUB XBHJIIO MpoTecTiB. 3. OCHOBHE MPaBHJIO — HIKOJIH HE
3naBarucs. 4. MeHemkep MoAaB 4YyAOBY I€l0, LIO0 3allyduTH
HOBHX MOKYNIIB. 5. [IpariBaHuku cripaBHIIv MO3UTHBHE BPAXKECHHSI.
6. Mama nanma MeHi mopaay, SIK MOCTYNIMTH y Wil cuTyamii. 7.
KepiBHHLITBO Hajano NpUKIaaWd MOPYIIESHHS TUCHUILTIHU. 8. Bu
MTOBUHHI JIaTU BIJMNOBIAb HE MIi3HIIIE HACTYNMHOTO TIXKHA. 9. [litn
naroTh HaM Haaio. 10. Jluiie ronoBHUN MEHEKep MOXKe JaTH Ha
1€ JI03BLIL

Collocations with Go
*Go abroad
*Go astray
*Go bad
*Go bald
*Go bankrupt
*Go blind
*Go crazy
*Go deaf
+Go finishing
*Go insane (idiom)
*Go mad/angry
*Go missing
*Go on a date
*Go on a picnic
*Go on foot
*Go online
*Go out of business
«QOut of fashion
*Go overseas
*Go quiet
*Go sailing
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*Go smoothly
*Go to the beach/to the movie
*Go to war

Translate the sentences using collocations:

1. Bee mpoiinuio rinaako. 2. BiH po3iarOTHBCS KOMH 1MOOAYHB, IO
cuH B3sB Koro mamuny.3. Ili mkuaCcH Buiinum 3 Moau. 4.BoHa
XBUJIIOBAJIACS KOJIM TIIIJIa Ha T0OAauYeHHs, ajieé BCE MPOMUIIIIO
riagako. 5. CongaTy NIy Ha BiHY 1100 3aXUIIATH OaThKIBIIMHY.
6. ¥ crapocti cobaka ocimin Ta BTpatuB ciyx. 7.Ilicist Toro sk
KOMITaHis 30aHKpOTYyBaJla, paja IMPEKTOPIB BUiXasla 3a KOP/IOH.

8. Bona 3aBx1u xouiia MilKY 1 ToMy OyJia 310poBa Ta y XOpOIIii
¢b13uyHIl popMi.

Collocations with Have
*Have a baby
*Have a backache
*Have a bad fall
*Have a bath
*Have a bite
*Have a break
*Have a business trip
*Have a busy day
*Have a career/a goal
*Have a chance
*Have a chat
*Have a cold
*Have a confrontation
*Have a day off
eHave a discussion
*Have a dispute
*Have a doubt
*Have a dream
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*Havea drink

*Have a fight

*Have a go

*Have a goal

*Have a good time
*Have a good/nice/etc day!
*Have a great weekend
*Have a haircut
*Have a hard time
*Have a headache
*Have a holiday
*Have a jacuzzi
*Have a look

*Have a massage
*Have a meal-
*Have a meeting
*Have a nap

*Have a night mare
*Have a party/concert
*Have a passion for
*Have a plan

*Have a problem
*Have a quarrel
*Have a relationship
*Have a rest

*Have a ride

*Have a right

*Have a run

*Have a shave
*Have a shower
*Have a smell
*Have a temperature
*Have a try
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*Have access (to)
*Have an accident
*Have an appointment with
*Have an argument
*Have an effect (on)
*Have an excuse
*Have an experience
*Have an idea

*Have an opportunity
*Have breakfast/lunch/dinner
*Have difficulty
*Have faith

*Have food

*Have fun/a good time
*Have room

*Have self-esteem
*Have soul

*Have sympathy
*Have the chance (to)
*Have time

*Have trouble

Translate the sentences using collocations:

1. V Mene € moctyn no BaxiauBoi iHdopwmarii. 2.Jlith maroTh
CIIBUYTTS 10 OpOsiYMX TBApHH. 3. Y MEHE BUHHKAIOTh TPYAHOIII
y Iorisifl 3a cobakoro. 4. BonacunbHO Brana i Mae 6011 y CIUHI.
5. Komnanig Mae 1iab pO3LMIUPUTA aCOPTHUMEHT MPOAyKIlii. 6. S
Maro CyMHIBU LI0JI0 TBOiX Aiil. 7. BiH B3sIB BUXINHUH 1 MOiXaB y
noiopox. 8. JliTh MaroTh BMIHHS pO3Mi3HABATH MpaBay Bl OpexHi.
9. BoHu He MalTh OCBITH, IPOTE MAIOTh POOOTY Ta 3apOOIIAIOThH
rpouii
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Collocations with Keep
*Keep a diary
*Keep a promise
*Keep a secret
*Keep an appointment
*Keep calm
*Keep control
*Keep in touch
*Keep quiet
*Keep records
*Keep score
*Keep someone’s place
*Keep the change
*Keep your balance

Translate the sentences using collocations:
1. CnoOyii TpuMaTH 1€ B CEKpeTI 1 He 3paauTu MeHe .2. BiH 3aBxau
JTOTPUMYETHCSI OOILSTHOK 1 s TOKJIAalocs Ha Hboro. 3. Bynb Tuxo,
TOMY III0 MM HE MOXXEMO CKOHIIEHTpYyBaTHcCs. 4. 3acToKiics 1 HE
a4y, MU JomoMokemo ToOi. 5. Jlpy3i 3aBXAu MIATPUMYIOTH
3B'SI30K OJIMH 3 OJIHUM YHM TO TeNePOHY, YU 3yCTPIYarOuHUCh.
6. JliBuaTa JFOOJIATH BECTH IIOJICHHUK 1 3aITUCYBATH TYJIU CEKPETH.
7. Y 3aHATTAX 3 HOTHW BaXJIUBO BMITH TpuMmaTH OanaHc. 8. Biaga
HAMaraeTbCsi TPUMATH KOHTPOJIb HaJl 3TOYNHHICTIO.

Collocations with Make
*Make a cake
*Make a call
*Make a choice
*Make a comment
*Make a complaint
*Make a confession/an admission
*Make a decision
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*Make a difference
*Make a fire
*Make a fool of yourself
*Make a fortune
*Make a fuss
*Make a habit
*Make a living
*Make a mess
*Make a mistake
*Make a phone call
*Make a prediction
*Make a presentation
*Make a profit
*Make a promise
*Make a remark
*Make a reservation
*Make a snack
*Make a speech
*Make a suggestion
*Make a takeover bid
*Make an agreement
*Make an appointment
*Make an arrangement
*Make an attempt
*Make an effort
*Make an enquiry
*Make an exception
*Make an excuse
*Make an impression
*Make an objection
*Make an offer
*Make arrangements
*Make breakfast/lunch/dinner
16



*Make coffee

*Make contact

*Make ends meet

*Make friends

*Make fun of someone
*Make money

*Make noise

*Make one’s own way back
*Make peace

*Make progress

*Make an effort

*Make room

*Make sense

*Make someone angry/mad/happy/sad
*Make sth easy

*Make sure

*Make the bed

*Make up your mind
*Make war

Translate the sentences using collocations:

1. JI)xoH 3amporoHyBaB IpudaHaTHCs 10 Hac. 2. IlepexonaiTecs,
1110 BU IpuiiieTe BUacHo. 3. SIkiio 6araro 1 HaroJeriIeBo MpamroenI
— TH Maem NpuOyTOK 1 Mokem 3apoOutd Ha KutTtsa. 4. Jlitu
BUPIIININ 3anumuTucs 3 OyOycero 1 migyceM y ceni. 5. ['onoBa
BIIUTY MpOJAaXy MiANKUCAaB KOHTPAKT 1 3pO3yMiB, IO 3pOOHB
NOMMJIKY. 6. MU BUpOOWIM 3BMYKY BCTABaTH 3paHKy Ta ITH Ha
nporyistaky. 7. Jlitm 3po6mim 6e3nan y KIMHATI Ta 320y
npubpatu. 8. MeHekep 3p0OUB MPOMO3UILIO MIABULIUTH MeHe. 9.
Bonu nomoBuiucs 3yctpitucs Oung Bxonay B kiHoteatp. 10. Tu —
Iy)Xe KOMYHIKaOelnbHMH Ta JIETKO 3aBOJMII JIPy3iB,TOMY HOBa
KoMaHsia He Oyzie 1711 Tebe nTpobieMoro.
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Collocations with Pay
Pay a bill
*Pay a fine
*Pay a visit
+Pay attention to
Pay by credit card
Pay in cash
Pay interest
*Pay one’s respects
*Pay someone a compliment
*Pay someone a visit

Translate the sentences using collocations:
1. Tu mwiatum roTiBkorw 4 yekoM? 2. BiH HecmomiBaHO BiABinaB
Hac. 3.Buxiiagad 3BepHyB yBary Ha BUBUEHHS] HOBUX CJIIB.
4. Boiif mepeBUIIMB MIBUIKICTH 13arutaTuB 3a 11e mrpad. 5. Bonun
IIKABJIATHCS apXEOJIOTIEI0 Ta BUBUCHHSM JUHO3aBpiB. 6. Y0JIOBIK
BHSIBUB IIOBAary J10 JKIHKM yCTYNUBINH 1i1 Miciie. 7. Bin OyB 1o Byxa
3aKOXaHHUK 1 poOMB JIBUMHI OaraTo KOMIUTIMEHTIB.

Collocations with Save
Save electricity
*Save energy
«Save lives
*Save money
*Save one’s strength
+Save someone a seat
*Save someone’s life
*Save something
*Save space
«Save time
«Save yourself the trouble
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Translate the sentences using collocations:

1. Mu noBuHHI OeperTu IUTaHETY Ta EKOHOMHUTH BOJAY Ta
enekTpoeHeprito. 2. Skmo BuOyaeTe HAKOMWYYBaTH TPOIIi, TO
3MOXeTe KyNUTH OyAMHOK y MailldyrHbomy. 3. Mu MoxkeMo
36KOHOMHUTH SIKIIO KynmuMmo jemeBmn xapui. 4. ITlokexHHKH
BPATYBAJIN KUTTS IO pOAWHU. 5. EKOJIOTH PATYIOTH TUTaHETY Bij
3apyaHeHHs. 6. MU 36KOHOMTMO MICIIE, SIKIIO TOCTaBUMO CTLI
nocepeauHi. 7. JlocHiIHUKM MycCATh OepertTd cuiu, mob Oyru
3ATHAM TPAIIOBATH B €KCIIEINIII.

Collocations with Say
+Say a few words
Say a word
«Say for certain/sure
Say good morning/afternoon
Say goodbye
«Say hello
*Say
Say nothing
«Say something
*Say sorry
Say yes/no

Translate the sentences using collocations:

1. Jxynmis mpocuna Horo “Hy ckaxu xou cinoBo!”? 2. Bonu
CHOYaTKy IIOCh CKa3aldW, a I[OTIM TOMKOAyBanu. 3.YueHb
BHOauMBCs 1 Mo00ilgB Outbie Tak He moBoauTucs. 4. byap nacka
HIYOTO HE KaXKH 1 moBepTarcs Hazaa. 5 CKaku X0U CJIOBO 1 IMijIersti
3po6nsATh 11e. 6. MU He 3HAIM CKa3aTH Tak 1 MOTOJAUTUCS YU CKa3aTh
Hi 1 BiqMOBUTHCS. 7. Sl MOXKY cKa3aTH TOYHO, III0 BOHHU 3M1apOCATH
TeOe Ha KOH(EPEHIIiIo.
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Collocations with Take

*Take (sb) to court

*Take (sb’s) temperature
*Take a bite

*Take a break

*Take a call

*Take a chance

*Take a look

*Take a message

*Take a nap

*Take a number

*Take a photo/ a photograph
*Take a picture

*Take a rest

*Take a risk

*Take a seat

*Take a shower (have)
*Take a taxi/bus/train/plane
*Take action

*Take advantage (of)

*Take advice

*Take an exam/ a test/ a course
*Take an opportunity
*Take care of

*Take drugs

*Take exercise

*Take hostage

*Take medicine

*Take notes

*Take part

*Take place

*Take pride in

*Take someone’s temperature
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*Take time

*Take time of (away form work for holidays or to do sth)
*Take turns

*Take up space

*Take your time

Translate the sentences using collocations:

1. [TamieHTH TOBMHHI TpUAMATH JIIKU, $IKI BHUIUCAB JIKap.
2. 3ycTpiu BigOynacs y JEKIiiHIN 3aimi 0e3 3ami3HeHb. 3. Bimomi
aKTOpPU B3sUIM y4yacTh y 3iMomkai manoro ¢umbmy. 4. Jlitu
puOUpaii CBOIO KIMHATY 1o 4ep3i. 5. dortorpad 3pobus ¢oto, Ha
SIKOMY MOXHa mnoOauuTu OaraTo pI3HOBUIIB TBapuH. 6. Martu
mompocusia JAiTel momikiyBatucs mnpo cebe. 7. IlpamiBHHMK
3aIi3HIOBaBcs Ha poOoTy, ToMy 1 B3sB Takci. 8. L{g poboTa 3aiimae
Oararo vacy Ta 3ycwib. 9. My Maiu MOXKITUBICTh 3YCTPITH I[HOTO
B1JIOMOTO IMOJIITHKA Ha 3yCTpPIYi.

Collocations with Tell

. Tell a joke

. Tell a lie

. Tell a secret

. Tell a story

. Tell sb the time

. Tell the difference
. Tell the future

. Tell the truth

. Tell your name

Translate the sentences using collocations:
1. [uranka o6irsia AIBUMHI Tepea0aunT MailOyTHE 3a HEBETUKY
cymy rpomei. 2. Jlinych n1100MB po3MOBIAATH iCTOpIE MPO CBOIO
MosoficTe. 3. [lepexosxuii 3armuTaB MeHe KoTpa roguHa. 4. S iiomy

HE BIpIO TOMYy WO BiH 3aBXIu oOmaHioe. 5. Uu Moxere BU
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BIJIPI3HUTH BOBKa Bix cobaku? 6. [IpocMMO KOXKHOTO y4acHHKA
Ha3BaTUM MNOpbI3BHILE Ta azapecy. 7. e xmomeus mgyxe
KOMYHIKaOeIbHUH 1 3aBJM PO3MOBIIA€ KAPTH.

Put a correct phrasal verb into the spaces.

» He asked her ..... to dinner.

* You get .... in the rain.

e Tget........ of educating people.

 It’s important to get ....... so don’t stay up too long.

* He always give a ......... to anyone in difficulty. X

* I’ve got to get into town. Can you give me ........ ?

* He gave an ...... for new project so he got a promotion.

* It’s easy to make a..........

* We can’t undertake that you will make a ...........

* My mom always makes me a .......... to school

* We need to make an ........... to do well in this competition.
* The old man is going to go .......

» As for myself I doubt I’'ll ever goona ..........

* I wanted to take a ....... and work on some things.
 Wewilltakea........ to have the party outdoor.

* IIpocumo I’ll take a ....... at the website and let you know what
I think.

» Takea ....... from your hard work.

» Takea ...... while I get you something to drink.

* We don’t have to take ........ from him.

» Take ....... when you get ill.

» Whatever you do, slow down and take your........

* We came to say ......... as we were passing through.
* Why should I say ...... when it’s not my fault?

* Can I trust youto keepa .....7

* My mother likes to keep ....... of everything.

* Please, keep ....... when I’m on the phone.

* You must learn to keep your ........ in skating.



* “You and me, today we’re going to break a ....... ,”” he said.

Have Do Make
have a bath do business make a difference
have a drink do nothing make a mess

have a good time
have a haircut
have a holiday
have a problem
have a relationship

do someone a favor
do the cooking

do the housework
do the shopping

do the washing up

make a mistake
make a noise
make an effort
make furniture
make money

have a rest do your best make progress
have lunch do your hair make room
have sympathy do your homework make trouble
Take Break Catch

take a break break a habit catch a ball
take a chance break a leg catch a bus
take a look break a promise catch a chill
take a rest break a record catch a cold
take a seat break a window catch a thief
take a taxi break someone’s heart catch fire

take an exam break the ice catch sight of
take notes break the law catch someone’s attention

take someone’s place

break the news to someone
break the rules

catch someone’s eye
catch the flu

Pay

Save

Keep

pay a fine

pay attention

pay by credit card

pay cash

pay interest

pay someone a compliment
pay someone a visit

pay the bill

pay the price

pay your respects

save electricity

save energy

save money

save one’s strength
save someone a seat
save someone’s life
save something

save space

save time

save yourself the trouble

keep a diary

keep a promise

keep a secret

keep an appointment
keep calm

keep control

keep in touch

keep quiet

keep someone’s place
keep the change

Come Go Get

come close go abroad get a job
come complete with go astray get a shock
come early go bad get angry
come first go bald get divorced
come into view go bankrupt get drunk
come last go blind get frightened
come late go crazy get home
come on time go dark get lost

come prepared go deaf get married
come right back go fishing get nowhere
come second go mad get permission
come to a compromise go missing get pregnant
come to a decision go on foot get ready
come to an agreement go online get started

come to an end
come to a standstill

go out of business
go overseas

get the impression
get the message

come to terms with go quiet get the sack
come to a total of go sailing get upset
come under attack go to war get wet

get worried
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ENGLISH IDIOMS

Idiom

above board

ad lib

after all

against the grain

all along

all ears

all of a sudden

all thumbs

apple of one's eye
apple of discord

as arule

as far as | know

as far as | am concerned
as for me/ as to me
as well

at first sight

at odds with

at random

backseat driver
ballpark figure

bark at the moon
bark up the wrong tree
be about to

be all in

be back on one’s feet
beat around the bush
be behind the times
be beside oneself

be better off

be broke

be hard on

be high on one's list

be in charge of something

be in good health
be in poor health
be in good shape
be in bad shape
be in the red

be on/at the point of something

be out of date
be out of sorts

be pressed for time, for money

be to blame
be touch and go

be up to one's ears in work
beat around/about the bush

beat one's brains out
before long

Definition or Synonuym

- honest, open

- improvise, interpolate

- in spite of the situation; nevertheless

- contrary to someone's feelings, principles
- all the time

- eager to listen

- no difference

- clumsy

- very dear, precious

- subject of enuy or quarrel

- generally, usually

- if | have correct information

- in my opinion

- in my opinion

- also, too

- from the first glance; at once; at first glance
- in disagreement with

- at this time

- a passenger who tells you how to drive
- approximate estimate (in figures)

- do a useless thing; waste time

- accuse or pursue the wrong person

- ready

- be extremely tired

- healthy again or better financially

- avoid giving a clear/definite answer

- be old-fashioned, outdated

- be very upset, nervous, worried

- be in a better situation (financially)

- have no money at all; be penniless, bankrupt
- treat roughly

- be one of the most important things

- be responsible for

- be healthy

- be not healthy

- be phuysically fit; in good condition

- be in bad state; in bad condition

- be in debt

- be on the verge of something

- be outdated

- be in bad temper

- not to have enough time, money

- be responsible for a mistake, for something wrong
- risky, dangerous; uncertain of the result
- be very busy

- avoid giving a clear or definite answer

- make great efforts, often unsuccessfully
- soon

= ESLBUZZ
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ENGLISH IDIOMS

Idiom Definition or Sunonum
* big shot - important person
* bite off more than one can chew - try to do more than one can
* bite the bullet - accept painful but necessary action
* bite the dust - be Rilled; die; suffer defeat
« bite the hand that feeds one - repay Rindness with evil
* black sheep - a good-for-nothing member of the family
* blow it - lose the chance
* bottom line - main result; main factor
* break someone's heart - hurt deeply
* break the ice - overcome awkwardness or shyness
* break the news (to someone) - tell important news
* bring home the bacon - earn the living for the family
* by all means - definitely, certainly
* by heart - by memorizing
* by hook or by crook - by any possible means
* by oneself (by myself, by himself,etc.) - alone; on one's own
* by the way - incidentally
* call a halt to something - terminate, stop something
* call a spade a spade - use plain, direct words
* call it a day - consider work finished for the day
« call the shots - give orders; be in control of something
* carry weight - be important
* castles in the air - daydreaming about success
* catch someone's eye - attract attention
* catch one's breath - stop and rest
» catch someone off guard - catch someone unprepared
» catch someone red-handed - find someone in the act of doing wrong
* close call - a narrow escape;a bad thing that almost happened
* come to one's senses - act normally and reasonably again
* come true - become reality
* cross one's mind - occur to someone
* do one's best - try very hard
* do one's bit - do what's needed
» do someone good - be good for someone
* do something behind someone's back - do (harmful) things secretively
* down to earth - practical
* draw the line - set a limit; impose a restriction
* duty calls - must fulfill obligations
* eat one's words - take back one's words
* every now and then - occasionally
* every other - every second one
« fall in love (with) - begin to love
« fall out of love - stop loving
* false alarm - untrue signal; untrue rumor
* a far cry from something - not nearly as good
 feel it in one's bones - expect something bad to happen
« feel like doing something - want to do; be inclined to do something
* few and far between - rare, scarce

& ESLBUZZ
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ENGLISH IDIOMS

Idiom

* find fault with someone or something

e first things first
* fly off the handle

* follow in someone's footsteps

* foot the bill

* for good

« for the time being

* frame of mind

* from now on

* from the word go

* get a grip on oneself

* get carried away

* get cold feet

* get even with someone

* get in touch with someone
* get to the bottom of something

* get to the point

* give someone a hand
* go back on one's word
* go from bad to worse
* go to pieces

* go with the flow

* have a ball

* have a bone to pick with someone

* have a sweet tooth

* have a word with someone
* have no business doing something

* have one's hands full
hit the nail on the head
hold one's tongue

ill at ease

in advance

in cold blood

in fact

in hot water

in someone's shoes

in the long run

in the same boat

in the clear

it goes without saying
* jump at the opportunity
* just as soon

* just in case

Reep a straight face
Reep company

* Reep in mind

* Reep one's word

* Reep someone posted

Definition or Synonym

- criticize; complain about

- important things come before others

- get angry

- do the same thing

- pay the bill

- forever

- for now; at this time

- mental state

- now and in the future

- from the very beginning

- take control of one's feelings

- get too excited and enthusiastic about something

- be afraid to do something

- have one's revenge
- contact someone
- know deeply

- speak directly about the subject; come to the point

- help someone
- break a promise
- become much worse

- get very upset; fall apart

- lead a quiet life
- have a good time

- complain or discuss something unpleasant

- love eating sweet things
- talk to someone

- have no right to do something

- be very busy

- say exactly the right thing

- Reep silent; refrain from speaking

- uncomfortable

- well before

- mercilessly

- actually; in reality

- in trouble; in a difficult situation

- in another person's position

- in the end
- in the same situation
- free from blame

- should be clear without words
- accept the opportunity eagerly

- prefer; would rather
- to be on the safe side
- try not to laugh

= accompany

- bear in mind; consider; remember

- fulfill a promise
- inform someone
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ADJECTIVES + PREPOSITIONS

OF

o Afraid of

» Ashamed of

o Aware of

» Capable of

+ Certain of

» Conscious of
» Envious of

+ Independent off
» Jealous of
 Proud of

o Silly of

* Typical of

FOR

» Eager for

« Eligible for

» Famous for

o Grateful for

» Notorious for

o Prepared for

+ Ready for

» Renowned for

* Responsible
for

» Respected for

 Suitable for

o Thankful for

WITH

o Associated with
|+ Bored with

|+ Blessed with

[+ Confronted with
|+ Crowded with

|+ Delighted with
|+ Disappointed with
|+ Fed up with

[+ Familiar with

|+ Pleased with

|+ Popular with

|+ Satisfied with

10

o Attracted to

to
+ Addicted to
* Allergic to

|+ Kind to
» Married to

* Related to
+ Similar to
* Superior to

+ Accustomed

* Indifferent to

* Receptive to

 Unfriendly to

ABOUT

» Angry about

* Anxious about

» Enthusiastic
about

 Excited about

 Furious about

» Happy about

* Nervous about

» Pessimistic
about

+ Sad about

» Serious about

» Upset about

» Worried about
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ADJECTIVES + PREPOSITIONS

OF

o Afraid of

» Ashamed of

o Aware of

» Capable of

+ Certain of

+ Conscious of
» Envious of

« Independent of|
» Jealous of
» Proud of

o Silly of

* Typical of

FOR

» Eager for

+ Eligible for

» Famous for

o Grateful for

» Notorious for

+ Prepared for

 Ready for

» Renowned for

» Responsible
for

» Respected for

» Suitable for

o Thankful for

WITH

o Associated with
|+ Bored with

|+ Blessed with

|* Confronted with
|* Crowded with

|* Delighted with
|+ Disappointed with
|+ Fed up with

|+ Familiar with

|+ Pleased with

|+ Popular with

|» Satisfied with
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+ Attracted to

» Accustomed
to

» Addicted to

* Allergic to

+ Indifferent to

[+ Kind to

» Married to

* Receptive to

» Related to

* Similar to

» Superior to

* Unfriendly to

ABOUT

* Angry about

* Anxious about

+ Enthusiastic
about

+ Excited about

 Furious about

» Happy about

* Nervous about

+ Pessimistic
about

+ Sad about

 Serious about

* Upset about

* Worried about

€ 7ESLCOM



ADJECTIVES + PREPOSITIONS

IN BY FROM AT

« Comfortablein | + Amazed by * Made from o Amazed at
» Connected in « Delighted by | e Differentfrom | o+ Angry at
* Disappointedin |+ pisturhedby | * Safefrom + Annoyed at
+ Experiencedin |, gycitoq by o Absentfrom | o Awfulat
olnte.res'ted in. |« Fascinated by o Free from + Bad at
:E::::,Itn;:dne in + Impressed by “ « Brilliant at
e + Inspired by e

o Skilled in , * Delighted at
lsiA « Astonished by | ° Keenon Shsons

+ Disappointed at
o Successfulin | ° Sh°°|fed i | el o Excellent at
« Talented in  Surprised by « Excited at

* Good at

+ Hopeless at

+ Mad at

* Present at

» Terrible at

€ ESLCOM
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*The drought has made farmers anxious ..... the harvest.

*He was quite certain .............. his attacker’s identity.
*They were very curious ............... the people who lived
upstairs.

*He’s brilliant .......... football.

*They are excellent...... planning fun parties.
*Please don’t be mad ..... me!

Dustin is terrible .......... texting.

*He’s got no manners — he’s rude ........ everyone.
JIt’sgood .......... see you again.

*She had grown accustomed ....... his long absences.

*I’ve never seen two people so attached .......... each other.
*Everyone in the class seemed eager ....... learn.

*Her dress is almost identical to mine.

*It’s too late to start complaining now.

*How are you related to him? Is he your cousin?
«It was generous of him to offer to pay for us both.
*You are in danger of being robbed.

*A crane is a kind of bird with very long legs and neck.
«It was nice of you to give me a present

I’m sick of the way you’ve treated me.

I’m sick and tired of all the arguments.

«It was unkind of you to take his toy away.

*The kids are busy with their homework.

*My mother is very clever with her hands.

*The airport is crowded with stranded travelers.
*He’s fed up with his job. He wants to quit.

*She was very gentle with the children.
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Phrasal verbs

Break
break down f ail to function

have a physical or mental collapse
break in interrupt a discussion
break into Burgle

soften with use (shoes)
enter by forse

break off discontinue (therapy, relationship)
break out
of escape from prison, begin suddenly
break up end a relationship

The burglar broke ...... the house between midnight and 3
AM.

Jane broke ... the conversation and told us what she knew.
Sally broke...... her engagement to John off.

Violent protests broke out in response to the military coup.
The murderer broke ...... the prison.

The fire broke..... in the living room and spread forward.

Bring

bring about cause to happen
bring forth give birth to
bring forward d raw attention to sth
bring on cause to happen or appear
bring round Persuade

cause to recover consciousness
bring up educate a child
bring * along + bring with
bring * around change someone's mind, convince

someone
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call back
call for
call in

call off
call out
call on
call up

Call
return a phone call
Require

consult a specialist

Cancel

read names aloud

Visit briefly

reach by phone

summon for military services

We called the picnic.... because of rain.

John called..... me while he was in a The professor called....

silence.

Soldiers were called.... to the army/
I’ll call....later beause I’m busy at the moment.

carry away
i

carry off

carry on
carry out
carry through

come about
COMme across
come after

Carry

Remove

nspire, affect emotionally
take away (by force)

Win

remove, degrade (earth)
Continue

accomplish, make
Complete

bring out of difficulties

happen, to be achieved
find/meet by chance
Follow
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come at

come back
come by

come down
come down to
come down with
come in

come into

come off

come out

come over
come round

come to
come up

come up against

Attack

reach, discover

Return

ass, go past, visit

buy, get

fall (price)

mean, signify

fall sick with

enter, be received
Inherit

become detached
become known, be published
be removed (stain)
come from a distance
visit sb

recover consciousness
amount to

arrive/reach a place

be mentioned/discussed
(problem) arise

be faced with (problems)

come up to match (a standard)
come up with produce an idea
He came...... a large sum of money.

Do
do away with Abolish

Kill

do up fasten, secure (clothing)
do with Need
do without not require
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fall apart
fall behind
fall for

fall in with
fall off

fall out

fall out with
fall through
fall to

get across
get along
get away
get away with
get by

get down to
getin

get off

get on

get out

get over
get through

get to
get up

Fall
fall into pieces
fail to keep up pace
be in love with
be deceived by
meet by chance
coincide with
Decrease
drop from
Quarrel
quarrel with
fail, miscarry
start an activity eagerly

Get
communicate (an idea)
be in good terms with somebody
Escape
escape (punishment)
manage, cope
turn one's attention to sth
enter (car, taxi)
disembark (bus, train etc.)
enter (bus, train etc.)
disembark (car, taxi)
recover (illness, upset)
pass (an exam)
be connected on the phone
Reach
rise from bed after sleeping

Go
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go against be contrary to (principles, rules)
go along with take the same view
go away Depart
set (sun)
go for pick up, go and get
go off Explode,deteriorate (food)
begin to sound (alarm)
goon Continue
go over inspect the details of sth
go past Pass
go round visit informally
deal with
go through discuss in detail
experience sth (usually bad)
go with Match
Go down Become less, decrease in price
Keep
keep away prevent from / avoid being near
keep back Withhold
keep down not to increase
keep off avoid (a topic)
stay away
keep on not stopping doing sth
keep up continue, carry on
keep up with not to fall behind sb
Look
look after take care of
look down on regard with a feeling of superiority
look for Seek
look forward to anticipate with pleasure
look into investigate (a crime)
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look on

look out
look over
look through

look up
look up to

make for
make off
make out
make up

a
make up for

put aside
put back
put by

put down

put down to

be a spectator

Regard

be careful

inspect hastily

pretend not to see

examine the contents of sth
consult a reference book
Respect

Make
have/produce a particular effect
run away
recognise, distinguish
constitute, form
invent a lie
put together, prepare
pply cosmetics
Compensate
regain (time)

save money
put away

lay money aside for the future
move back the hands of a clock
save for later use

Repress

write down

store (food)

give as a reason, attribute to
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put forward

put in for
put on

put off
put out
put through
Put up

put up with
run after
run away
run down
run across
run into
run off

run out

run out of

run over

run up against

set aside
set back
set down

move forward the hands of a clock
suggest, propose

be a candidate for an election
Put waight

dress oneself with

Postpone

extinguish (a fire, light)
connect sb by phone

provide accomodation for
Offer for sale, build, raise
tolerate, accept

Run
Chase
escape, flee
knock down, collide with
feel weak due to overwork
Meet smb accidentally
meet by chance
escape, flee
run outside
to expire
exhaust one's stock
Overflow
study quickly
pass over, knock down
meet with difficulties

Set
reserve for later use
hinder, slow down a progress
write down
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set off cause to explode
start a journey
set up start business

Good weather set.... following a rainy spring

We set... early in the morning to get to our destination by noon
Please set .... Your surnames on the list of students.

We set... new busuness in the USA, which proves to be
successful.

She set ... a clock one hour.

Take
take after follow sb as an example
resemble in appearance
take down write down
take in understand (meaning)
Deceive
take off Undress
begin flight (plane)
take to develop a habit
continue, proceed
take up become interested in
take up with begin to associate with

Preposition Phrases with FOR
for ages
E.g. I haven’t seen you for ages. Where have you been?
for breakfast/lunch/dinner
E.g. What did you have for breakfast today?
ofor certain/sure
E.g. I know for certain that I won’t be here next year.

for a change
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E.g. We always go there. Let’s go to another bar for a change.
for ever (or forever)

E.g. Nobody can live for ever, unfortunately.

for example

E.g. You could, for example, walk instead of taking the car.
ofor fear of

E.g. I didn’t tell him for fear of upsetting him.

«for fun

E.g. I don’t take sport seriously, I do it just for fun.

for good

E.g. ’'m not coming back. This time I’m leaving for good.
for granted

E.g. Don’t take your parents for granted, appreciate them.
ofor hire

E.g. There are cars and vans for hire at the airport.

ofor instance

E.g. You should study another language, for instance, Italian.
ofor luck

E.g. I always wear this bracelet for luck.

ofor life

E.g. Working for the government is a job for life.

ofor love

E.g. I definitely don’t do it for the money, I do it for love.
ofor a moment

E.g. For a moment, | thought she was being serious.

for the moment

E.g. I’'m happy living in London for the moment.

for nothing

E.g. I can’t believe it’s closed. I came all this way for nothing.
for once

E.g. Late again! For once, can you try to arrive on time?
ofor the rest of

E.g. | could live here for the rest of my life.
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«for safekeeping

E.g. At the gym, | put my stuff in a locker for safekeeping.
*for somebody’s sake

E.g. Maria was upset so | had to be calm for her sake.

ofor the sake of

E.g. They stayed together for the sake of their children.
ofor sale

E.g. There’s a lovely house for sale at the end of this street.
ofor short

E.g. My name is John but my family call me J for short.
ofor the time being

E.g. I’'m happy in my current job for the time being.

«for a visit/holiday

E.g. I'm in the mood for a holiday. Let’s go somewhere.
ofor a walk

E.g. | needed to calm down so | went for a long walk.

for a while

E.g. I haven’t spoken to him for a while
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PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES

Prepositional Phrase Example
e for ages - | haven't seen you for ages. Where have you been?
¢ for breakfast/lunch/dinner - What did you have for breakfast today?
o for certain/sure - | know for certain that | won't be here next year.
¢ for a change - We always go there. Let's go to another bar for a change.
e for ever (or forever) - Nobody can live for ever, unfortunately.
e for example - You could, for example, walk instead of taking the car.
* for fear of - 1 didn't tell him for fear of upsetting him.
e for fun - | don't take sport seriously, | do it just for fun.
e for good - I'm not coming back. This time I'm leaving for good.
e for granted - Don't take your parents for granted, appreciate them.
e for hire - There are cars and vans for hire at the airport.
e for instance - You should study another language, for instance, Italian.
e for luck - | always wear this bracelet for luck.
o for life - Working for the government is a job for life.
o for love - | definitely don't do it for the money, | do it for love.
e for a moment - For a moment, | thought she was being serious.
e for the moment - I'm happy living in London for the moment.
e for nothing - | can't believe it’s closed. | came all this way for nothing.
¢ for once - Late again! For once, can you try to arrive on time?
o for the rest of - | could live here for the rest of my life.
¢ for safekeeping - At the gym, | put my stuff in a locker for safekeeping.
¢ for somebody's sake - Maria was upset so | had to be calm for her sake.
e for the sake of - They stayed together for the sake of their children.
o for sale - There's a lovely house for sale at the end of this street.
e for short - My name is John but my family call me | for short.
e for the time being - I'm happy in my current job for the time being.
¢ for a visit/holiday - I'm in the mood for a holidau. Let's go somewhere.
e for a walk - | needed to calm down so | went for a long walk.
* for a while - I haven't spoken to him for a while.

& ESLBUZZ
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E.gQ.
E.g.
E.g.
E.g.
E.g.

E.g.

E.g.
E.g.
E.g.
E.g.
E.g.
E.g.
E.g.

E.g.

Prepositional Phrases with AT
«at the age of
I learned to drive at the age of 21.
eat the beginning of
| joined a gym at the beginning of the year.
eat the bottom of
There’s a shop at the bottom of this hill.
«at all costs
I need to pass this exam at all costs.
eat one’s desk
My manager spoke to me at my desk.
eat the door
There’s somebody at the door.
eat the end

. I’'m going to Madrid at the end of month.

eat fault

Who was at fault for the accident?
eat first

At first, I was happy here but now I’m not.
eat first sight

We met at university and it was love at first sight.

eat a glance

I knew at a glance that something was wrong.
eat a guess

At a guess, 50 people were at the party.
eat hand

I always have a pen at hand in case | need to take notes.

eat ...km per hour

He was fined £150 for driving at 200km per hour.

eat last
At last, our bus has arrived. Thank goodness!
«at the latest

42



E.gQ.
E.g.
E.g.

E.g.

E.g.

E.g.

E.g.
E.g.
E.g.
E.g.
E.g.
E.g.

E.g.

E.g.

Cinderella had to be home by 12 at the latest.
eat least

It’s cold but at least it’s not raining.
eat length

My dad could talk at length about Irish history.
*at midday/midnight

I went home at midnight as | was tired.
eat the moment

. ’'m living in Ireland at the moment.

eat night

I can’t study during the day. I prefer to study at night.
*at once

Everybody started talking at once.
eat present

. At present, I’'m working for a multinational.

sat random

Numbers are selected at random in a lottery.
eat any rate

At any rate, I’'m confident I’ll find a job soon.
eat the same time

I had fun and improved my English at the same time.
eat school

Things were very different when | was at school.
eat short notice

She cancelled the meeting at short notice.
eat the table

The whole family sat at the table for dinner.
eat times

At times, | feel like giving up.
eat the top of

Barcelona are at the top of the Spanish league.
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eat university
E.g. I studied economics at university
eat the weekend
E.g. | love going out with friends at the weekend.
sat work
E.g. I'm at work right now, so I’ll call you back later.
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PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES

Prepositional Phrase ample

e at the age of - | learned to drive at the age of 21.

e at the beginning of - | joined a gym at the beginning of the year.

e at the bottom of - There's a shop at the bottom of this hill.

e at all costs - | need to pass this exam at all costs.

e at one's desk - My manager spoke to me at my desk.

e at the door - There's somebody at the door.

e at the end - I'm going to Madrid at the end of month.

e at fault - Who was at fault for the accident?

o at first - At first, | was happy here but now I'm not.

o at first sight - We met at university and it was love at first sight.
e at a glance - | knew at a glance that something was wrong.

e at a guess - At a guess, 50 people were at the party.

¢ at hand - | always have a pen at hand in case | need to take notes.
e at ...km per hour - He was fined £150 for driving at 200km per hour.
* at last - At last, our bus has arrived. Thank goodness!

e at the latest - Cinderella had to be home by 12 at the latest.

e at least - It's cold but at least it's not raining.

e at length - My dad could talk at length about Irish history.

¢ at midday/midnight - | went home at midnight as | was tired.

e at the moment - I'm living in Ireland at the moment.

e at night - | can't study during the day. | prefer to study at night.
e at once - Everybody started talking at once.

e at present - At present, I'm working for a multinational.

¢ at random - Numbers are selected at random in a lottery.

¢ at any rate - At any rate, I'm confident I'll find a job soon.

e at the same time - 1 had fun and improuved my English at the same time.
e at school - Things were very different when | was at school.

e at short notice - She cancelled the meeting at short notice.

e at the table - The whole family sat at the table for dinner.

e at times - At times, | feel like giving up.

e at the top of - Barcelona are at the top of the Spanish league.

e at university - | studied economics at university.

o at the weekend - | love going out with friends at the weekend.

¢ at work - I'm at work right now so I'll call you back later.

€ ESLBUZZ
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E.gQ.
E.g.
E.g.
E.g.

E.g.

E.g.

E.g.

E.g.
E.g.
E.g.
E.g.
E.g.

E.g.

Prepositional Phrases with BY
*by accident
I was so sleepy that I put salt in my coffee by accident.
by all accounts
By all accounts, Seville is a beautiful city.
*by appointment
The museum is open at weekends by appointment.
*by the arm/hand
He took me by the hand as we walked along the beach.
*by auction
We’re selling our antique furniture by auction.
by birth

. I grew up in England but I’m Irish by birth.

*by bus/train/plane, etc.

Are you going to go there by bus or by train?
*by chance

I found some money in my jacket pocket by chance.
*by cheque

. I’ve never paid for anything by cheque.

by day/night

The Eiffel Tower looks spectacular by night.
by design

I became a teacher more by accident than by design.
by the drozen

I always buy eggs by the drozen. A drozen means 12.
by far

Before Sunset is by far my favourite film — | just love it.
*by hand

My granduncle built this house by hand.
*by heart

At school we had to learn poems by heart.
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E.g.

E.g.

*by land/sea/air

. | get sick whenever | travel by sea.

*by law

. Dog owners must have a licence for the pets by law.

by luck

. They played badly but won the match by luck.

*by means of

. I was able to afford the car by means of a bank loan.

*by mistake

. I chose the wrong road by mistake. Now we’re lost.

*by nature

. German people tend to be quite organised by nature.

*by no means

. It’s by no means certain that the economy will improve.

*by now

. If you don’t know me by now, you’ll never know me.

*by oneself

. I don’t mind spending time by myself.

*by phone

. Get in touch with me by phone if you need any help.

*by post

. Do you think it’s safe to send cash by post.

*by request

. Guided tours of the gallery are available by request.

by rights

By rights, it’s my turn to play but you can go ahead.
*by one’s side

He was by her side whenever she needed him.
*by surprise
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E.g. The unusual question took John by surprise.
by the time

E.g. I’ll have gone to bed by the time you get home.
*by the way

E.g. By the way, | won’t be able to come to class next week.
*by word of mouth

E.g. The best form of advertising is by word of mouth.
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PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES

Prepositional Phrase

* by accident
¢ by all accounts

* by appointment
e by the arm/hand

* by auction
e by birth

e by bus/train/plane, etc.

¢ by chance

* by cheque

¢ by day/night
e by design

e by the drozen
* by far

¢ by hand

¢ by heart

e by invitation
* by land/sea/air
* by law

e by luck

¢ by means of
¢ by mistake
by nature

¢ by no means
* by now

e by oneself

e by phone

by post

* by request

* by rights

* by one's side
* by surprise

e by the time

* by the way

¢ by word of mouth

ample

- | was so sleepy that | put salt in my coffee by accident.
- By all accounts, Seville is a beautiful city.

- The museum is open at weekends bu appointment.

- He took me by the hand as we walked along the beach.
- We're selling our antique furniture by auction.

- | grew up in England but I'm Irish by birth.

- Are you going to go there by bus or by train?

- | found some money in my jacket pocket by chance.

- I've never paid for anything by cheque.

- The Eiffel Tower looks spectacular by night.

- | became a teacher more by accident than by design.

- | always buy eggs by the drozen. A drozen means 12.

- 'Before Sunset' is by far my favourite film - | just love it.
- My granduncle built this house by hand.

- At school we had to learn poems by heart.

- Membership to the club is by invitation only.

- | get sick whenever | travel by sea.

- Dog owners must have a licence for the pets by law.

- They played badly but won the match by luck.

- | was able to afford the car by means of a bank loan.

- | chose the wrong road by mistake. Now we're lost.

- German people tend to be quite organised by nature.

- It's by no means certain that the economy will improve.
- If you don't know me by now, you'll never know me.

- | don't mind spending time by myself.

- Get in touch with me by phone if you need any help.

- Do you think it's safe to send cash by post.

- Guided tours of the gallery are available by request.

- By rights, it's my turn to play but you can go ahead.

- He was by her side whenever she needed him.

- The unusual question took John by surprise.

- I'll have gone to bed by the time you get home.

- By the way, | won't be able to come to class next week.
- The best form of advertising is by word of mouth.

S ESLBUZZ
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Prepositional Phrases with in

in case = as a precaution
“Take an umbrella in case it rains.”
in danger = when someone / something is in a dangerous situation
“Even though we were miles from the town, we never felt in
danger.”
in difficulty = when someone / something has a problem
“The business was in difficulty after the bank stopped lending
them money.”
in English = speak in English (or in French, Arabic, etc)
“Please speak in English!”
in fact = when you say something that’s true
“I didn’t say that. In fact, I said the opposite!”
in general = generally
“In general, people here are very friendly.”
in hand = when you know about a problem and are dealing with it
“We know about the problem, and it’s all in hand.”
in haste = when you do something too quickly
“Have you heard the saying,”Marry in haste, repent at leisure’?”
in line for = likely to receive
“She’s in line for a promotion.”
in love = when you love someone / something
“Have you ever been in love?”
in practice = what usually happens
“I always write myself goals, but in practice, I never look at them
again.”
in real life = in a real situation (unlike fantasy or on the internet)
“She seems very confident on YouTube, but in real life she’s quite
shy.”
in reality = what really happens (as opposed to what we want to
happen)
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“They say they’re rich, but in reality they’re just like you and me.”
in tears = when someone cries

“She was in tears after the meeting.”

in the dark = when someone doesn’t tell you something you
should know

“He kept his colleagues in the dark and nobody knew about the
problem.”

in theory = what is supposed to happen

“In theory we’ve only got another half an hour to go before we get
there.”

in time = when you do something before the deadline

“We got to the airport in time to get our plane.”

in work = employed

“What percentage of the population are in work?”

Prepositional Phrases with with off
off colour = when someone looks unwell
“You look a bit off colour. Are you OK?”
off duty = when you stop work
“What time does he go off duty?”
off guard = unprepared
“He was caught off guard by her question.”
off plan = when you buy a house from the plans (and before it’s
built)
“The developers have already sold all the flats off plan.”
off season = when a time is less busy
“You can get some great hotel discounts if you stay off season.”
off work = when you don’t go to work, because you’re ill

“She’s off work with a bad back.”
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Prepositional Phrases with on
on board = when you support an idea
“We’ve got two investors on board. Now we need to find a third.”
(Don’t confuse this with “onboard” = on an aircraft or ship)
on brand = when something is consistent with your brand
“Their videos are completely on brand with the rest of their
communications.”
on duty = when you are officially working
“She’s on duty from 3pm.”
on edge = when you feel nervous or tense
“She’s a bit on edge at the moment as the company is
downsizing.”
on file = when you keep records of something
“We’ll keep your details on file.”
on fire = when something is burning
“Police think the house was set on fire deliberately.”
on foot = walk somewhere
“They did the whole journey on foot.”
on form = when you are well or at your usual level of energy, etc
“Julie was on form last night. She was the life and soul of the
party!”
on guard = when someone / something is watching or guarding
something
“That dog is on guard all day long.”
on hand (also “to hand”) = available, often for a specific purpose
“A team of supporters will be on hand for people running the
marathon.”
on hold = delayed or paused
“We’ve put our plans for an extension on hold until we save up the
money.”

= ask someone to wait (on the phone)
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“Can I put you on hold for a couple of minutes?”

on purpose = when you do something deliberately

“I didn’t break the window on purpose! I’'m sorry.”

on sale = when you can buy something more cheaply
“This sofa is on sale. We should buy it!”

on tap = available (beer is kept “on tap” in pubs)
“We’ve got all the resources we need on tap.”

on target = likely to reach your goal

“Her company is on target to make over a million this year.”
on TV = when a programme is shown

“What’s on TV tonight?”

on time = when something is punctual (not early or late)
“She’s always on time at work.”

on track = likely to reach your goal

“We need to keep this project on track.”

Prepositional Phrases with under
under age = when someone is too young for a particular activity
“There’s a problem with under age drinking in this town.”
under arrest = when a policeman / policewoman makes an arrest
“You’re under arrest!”
under attack = when someone / something is attacking someone /
something else
“Our ideas for a new product came under attack from the Sales
Department.”
under consideration = when a group of people are thinking about
a decision
“The plans are under consideration.”
under construction = when something isn’t yet built

“Her website is still under construction.”
53



under control = when a situation is calm or unlikely to get worse
“Police say that the situation is under control.”

under discussion = when people haven’t decided

“The council’s plans for a new swimming pool are still under
discussion.”

under fire = receive criticism

“She came under fire for her plans.”

= be under attack

“The soldiers came under fire from the rebels.”

under pressure = when you’re feeling a lot of pressure
“He’s under pressure from his boss.”

under review = when people are thinking about changing an
existing plan / policy

“Our hiring policies are under review.”

under siege = when a town or city is surrounded by an army
“Food is getting scarce in the city, which has been under siege for
the last month.”

under suspicion = when people believe someone is guilty of
something

“He’s come under suspicion because his political views are
different.”

under water = when there is a flood

“Houses are still under water after the latest flood.

Collocations and Prepositions Quiz
1. I'msorry, but | can't help you __ the moment.
e at
*in
2. You should buy a new laptop now. They're __ sale.
*in
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e 0N
3. You should leave now if you want to be __ time.
e at
e 0N
4. Sue called to tell me that they are __their way.
e 0N
* out of
5. I don't like him __ all.
e at
» of
6. You can't go to the party. It's __ of the question.
» off
* out
7. You can see my brother in this photo. He's standing __ the
middle.
e at
*in
8. I wanted to buy a new phone, but the shop was __ of stock.
*in
* out
9. I knocked on the door, and someone opened it __ once.
e at
*in
10. I left the restaurant booking to the last minute, but | was
luck. They had a table free.
*in
e 0N
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